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PERTH MUSEUM — EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [2.05 pm]: I rise to briefly update the 
house on the new Perth Museum project, which has just reached an important milestone. Late last year the state 
government called for expressions of interest for a managing contractor to design and construct Western 
Australia’s new Museum. Last week I was pleased to announce that the expression of interest process had been 
completed and that three consortia have been chosen to move on to the next stage of the process. The consortia 
are: Foster and Partners, responsible for the British Museum’s Great Court, working with local architects Hames 
Sharley, and led by John Holland; Ateliers Jean Nouvel, responsible for the Musée du Quai Branly in Paris, now 
working with local architects Cameron, Chisholm and Nicol, and Parry and Rosenthal, and led by Doric and 
Técnicas Reunidas; and OMA, responsible for the Musée National des Beaux Arts in Quebec and now working 
with local architects Hassell, and led by Brookfield Multiplex. The calibre of these respondents demonstrates the 
significance of this project, and how it is viewed by the public and industry. Each of the consortia includes teams 
responsible for iconic cultural projects, supporting the government’s strong commitment to high-quality design 
outcomes for the new Museum. 
These teams will now work with the government on their design proposals to ensure they meet the state’s 
requirements. The 2015–16 budget included $32 million towards the new Museum project, which includes 
conservation work on the heritage buildings at the Perth site and the refurbishment and upgrade of the Welshpool 
collections and research centre, both of which are already underway. Meanwhile the “people first” philosophy of 
the project is exemplified through the Museum’s community panels which have been established to provide 
ongoing input into the project, including the content and visitor experience. The announcement of the shortlisted 
consortia is a very positive step for this project, and another milestone on the way to opening the doors to the 
new Museum in 2020. 
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